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P r i v i l e g e
Fred Alsberg
Usually I am unnoticed 
on this sidewalk; 
today
there’s a smile from Malaysia,
and the greeting
an old man saves for his cronies.
Even a wino resigned to his calcified heart 
falls to chuckling,
and everywhere people hold the door,
for I follow someone 
in close escort.
All heads bow down
to the two year old, 
who reigns angelically 
in a yellow dress,
and in a store window, 
a cat stops its grooming, 
and stares.
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